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In memory of Paolo Lucentini (1937- 2011):
Pythagoras and Pythagoreanism, Stoicism and Hermetism

in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance

a cura di Irene Caiazzo e Antonella Sannino
Joint Workshop del CeSET — Centro per lo Studio e I’Edizione dei Testi con la collaborazione
dell’Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes — Laboratoire d’études sur le monothéismes (LEM) e con il
patrocinio della Societa Italiana per lo Studio del Pensiero Medievale (SISPM)

Napoli, 3 e 4 novembre 2022

REPORT

Il workshop e stato promosso dal CESET in sinergia con il Laboratoire d’études sur les
monothéismes (LEM), unita mista di ricerca (UMR 8584 del CNRS), con la tutela de I’Ecole pratique
des hautes études, ma anche dell’Universita Paris IV Sorbonne et dell’Universita Jean-Monnet de
Saint-Etienne ed ha ricevuto il patrocinio della Societa Italiana per lo Studio del Pensiero Medievale.

L’occasione, data dalla pubblicazione del Brill’s Companion to the Reception of Pythagorasand
Pythagoreanism in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, ed. by Irene Caiazzo, Constantinos Macris,
Aurélien Robert, ha consentito di ricordare il magistero di Paolo Lucentini (1937-2011), professore
ordinario di Storia della filosofia medievale all’Orientale dal 1986, le cui edizioni critiche hanno
determinato un arricchimento nell’ambito dell’ermetismo, del platonismo e delle filosofie dissidenti.

Il confronto tra le due tradizioni pseudo-epigrafiche, quella pitagorica e quella ermetica, come
hanno dimostrato gli specialisti intervenuti, rivela un prezioso patrimonio, solo in parte edito
criticamente. Esso ci proietta in ricerche future sempre piu impegnative, in cui la filosofia medievale,
e con essa la storia del pensiero, recupera —ancora una volta — appieno la dignita del suo insostituibile

ruolo.
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3,
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Opening address

14:30-15:00
Prof. Dr. Roberto Tottoli
Rector of University of Naples L'Orientale

Prof. Dr Giuseppe Cataldi
Head of Department of Human and Social Sciences

Prof. Dr. Antonella Sannino

Chair: Prof. Dr. Antonella Sannino, Napoli

15:00-15:20 | Prof. Dr. Irene Caiazzo, Paris
In Memory of Paolo Lucentini: New Perspectives

15:20-15:30 | Raffaele Crisci, Napoli
Musical Tribute to Paolo Lucentini

15:30-16:00 | Prof. Dr. Nadia Bray, Lecce
Calcidius, Pytagoras and the Stoic Materialism

16:00-16:30 | Prof. Dr. Alessandro Palazzo, Trento
Albert the Great on the Idea of Lex Pythagorica

16:45-18:30 | Round Table
Brill's Companion to the Reception of Pythagoras
and Pythagoreanism in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance

Partecipants:

Prof. Dr. Constantinos Macris, Paris
Prof. Dr. Irene Caiazzo, Paris

Prof. Dr. Lorenzo Bianchi, Napoli
Prof. Dr. Antonella Sannino, Napoli

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4,
P. GIUSSO, L.GO . GIOVANNI MAGGIORE, 30 - 11l FLOOR, PH.D. ROOM

Chair: Prof. Dr. Irene Caiazzo, Paris

09:30-10:00 | Prof. Dr. Anna van den Kerchove, Paris
Hermes Trismégiste dans I'’Antiquité: le messager divin

10:00-10:30 | Prof. Dr. Fosca Mariani Zini, Tours
Transforming Stoic Ethics: the desirable
between Middle Age and Renaissance

10:30-11:00 | Prof. Dr. Luana Rizzo, Lecce
Pythagoras and Orpheus :« prisca theologia» in the Renaissance

General Discussion
11:30-12:30 | Prof. Dr. Irene Caiazzo, Prof. Dr. Antonella Sannino




Brill’'s Companions to
Classical Reception

Series Editor

Kyriakos N. Demetriou

VOLUME 24

The titles published in this series are listed at brill.com/bcer

Irene Caiazzo, Constantinos Macris, and Aurélien Robert - 9789004499461
Downloaded from Brill.com 07/24/2024 07:16:32AM
via free access


http://brill.com/bccr

Brill’s Companion to the
Reception of Pythagoras and
Pythagoreanism in the Middle Ages
and the Renaissance

Edited by

Irene Caiazzo
Constantinos Macris
Aurélien Robert

LEIDEN | BOSTON

Irene Caiazzo, Constantinos Macris, and Aurélien Robert - 9789004499461
Downloaded from Brill.com 07/24/2024 07:16:32AM
via free access



Cover illustration: Pythagoras musicus, from ms Fondation Martin Bodmer, Cologny (Geneva), Cod.
Bodmer gy, f. 141v.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Caiazzo, Irene, editor. | Macris, Constantinos, editor. | Robert,
Aurélien, editor.

Title: Brill's companion to the reception of Pythagoras and Pythagoreanism
in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance / edited by Irene Caiazzo,
Constantinos Macris, Aurélien Robert.

Description: Leiden ; Boston : Brill, 2022. | Series: Brill's companions to
classical reception, 2213-1426 ; volume 24 | Includes index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2021042346 (print) | LCCN 2021042347 (ebook) | ISBN
9789004373624 (hardback) | 1SBN 9789004499461 (ebook)

Subjects: LcsH: Pythagoras. | Pythagoras and Pythagorean school.

Classification: LcC B243 .B76 2022 (print) | LCC B243 (ebook) | DDC
182/.2—dc23/eng/20211022

Lc record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021042346

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021042347

Typeface for the Latin, Greek, and Cyrillic scripts: “Brill”. See and download: brill.com/brill-typeface.

ISSN 2213-1426
ISBN 978-90-04-37362-4 (hardback)
ISBN 978-90-04-49946-1 (e-book)

Copyright 2022 by Koninklijke Brill Nv, Leiden, The Netherlands.

Koninklijke Brill Nv incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Nijhoff, Brill Hotei, Brill Schoningh, Brill Fink,
Brill mentis, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Bohlau Verlag and V&R Unipress.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without prior written permission from the publisher. Requests for re-use and/or translations must be
addressed to Koninklijke Brill Nv via brill.com or copyright.com.

This book is printed on acid-free paper and produced in a sustainable manner.

Irene Caiazzo, Constantinos Macris, and Aurélien Robert - 9789004499461
Downloaded from Brill.com 07/24/2024 07:16:32AM
via free access


https://lccn.loc.gov/2021042346
https://lccn.loc.gov/2021042347
http://brill.com/brill-typeface
http://brill.com
http://copyright.com

Contents

Acknowledgements 1x
List of Illustrations and Tables x
Notes on the Contributors X1

Introduction: Pythagoras, from Late Antiquity to Early Modernity:
A Multicultural Approach 1
Irene Caiazzo, Constantinos Macris and Aurélien Robert

PART 1
Pythagorean Number Theory and the Quadrivium

1 Pythagoras and the Quadrivium from Late Antiquity to the
Middle Ages 47
Cecilia Panti

2 Music and the Pythagorean Tradition from Late Antiquity to the
Early Middle Ages 82
Andrew Hicks

3 Nicomachean Number Theory in Arabic and Persian
Scholarly Literature 111
Sonja Brentjes

4  The Tribulations of the Introduction to Arithmetic from Greek to Hebrew
Via Syriac and Arabic: Nicomachus of Gerasa, Habib Ibn Bahriz,
al-Kindi, and Qalonymos ben Qalonymos 141

Gad Freudenthal

5  Medieval Jewish Pythagoreanism: Remarks on Maimonides and on
Sefer Melakhim 171
Tzvi Langermann

Irene Caiazzo, Constantinos Macris, and Aurélien Robert - 9789004499461
Downloaded from Brill.com 07/24/2024 07:16:32AM
via free access



VI CONTENTS

PART 2
Pythagorean Way(s) of Life, East and West

6  Popular Pythagoreanism in the Arabic Tradition: Between Biography
and Gnomology 193
Anna Izdebska

7  Pythagoras’ Ethics and the Pythagorean Way of Life in the
Middle Ages 229
Aurélien Robert

PART 3
Theology, Metaphysics and the Soul

8  Pythagoras’ Philosophy of Unity as a Precursor of Islamic Monotheism:
Pseudo-Ammonius and Related Sources 277
Daniel De Smet

9  The “Brethren of Purity” and the Pythagorean Tradition 296
Carmela Baffioni

10 “Pythagoras’ Mistake”: The Transmigration of Souls in the Latin
Middle Ages and Beyond 322
Irene Caiazzo

1 Pythagoras Latinus: Aquinas’ Interpretation of Pythagoreanism in His
Aristotelian Commentaries 350
Marta Borgo and lacopo Costa

12 Latin Christian Neopythagorean Theology: A Speculative Summa 373
David Albertson

Irene Caiazzo, Constantinos Macris, and Aurélien Robert - 9789004499461
Downloaded from Brill.com 07/24/2024 07:16:32AM
via free access



CONTENTS VII

PART 4
New Trends in Early Modern Pythagoreanism

13 Pythagoras and Pythagoreanism in the Renaissance:
Philosophical and Religious Itineraries from Pico to Brucker 417
Denis J.-J. Robichaud

14  Pythagorean Number Mysticism in the Renaissance: An Overview 457
Jean-Pierre Brach

Index of Names 489

Irene Caiazzo, Constantinos Macris, and Aurélien Robert - 9789004499461
Downloaded from Brill.com 07/24/2024 07:16:32AM
via free access



